It's the Little Things That Count

by Pam North

Like many other miniaturists, Nora Mazonson has long had a passion for tiny things. “Ever since I can remember I've been fascinated by miniatures and dollhouses. I always thought that someday I would build one, but never really got to it, although it was always in the back of my mind. In December of 2011, our family life was terribly changed when my husband was diagnosed with brain cancer, and he died in 2013. This, among many other things, altered my outlook in life, and I learned that the best time to do the things you want to do is 'now', because we never know when our lives are going to be turned upside-down. So I decided to start building a small kit (the Greenleaf Buttercup). My daughter and I decided it was going to be a bakery, with an apartment upstairs, and that we would make as much of it as possible ourselves. We made all the desserts and pastries, and then I started working on furniture, accessories, and other pieces. I'm very proud to say that almost everything was handmade. I love to challenge myself, experiment, and try new techniques, and then teach my daughter. Working on miniatures has been an incredible experience for my daughter and me - doing the house decor, food items, some furniture (from scratch and refinishing), and flowers. My family is very supportive, and they love miniatures. I think they are very proud of me, and are happy that I have found something that fulfills me so much. My daughter is my biggest fan.”
“I started working in miniatures in November, 2014.  I don't have any formal training, so I'm self-taught, but my background as a graphic designer has been very helpful. I also have a lot of different interests (painting, sewing, refinishing furniture, etc.), and have been able to apply these skills, along with attention to detail, into my miniature work. There are always new techniques that I want to learn, like soldering, woodcarving, and how to improve my furniture making skills. I find inspiration everywhere; I am a visual person so I take mental notes from everything - home decor shops, refinished furniture, etc. I like to recreate things that I'd love to have in real size. Pinterest is a great source for images. I also like it when costumers ask me to make special custom orders for them, as it often leads to new things.” 
She counts her most valuable tool as her X-acto knife with a new, sharp blade, and in second place, her tweezers, and cites her biggest difficulty involved with working in miniature: “What's tricky for me is anything that involves soldering - I really want to make furniture and accessories out of wire, but I am very intimidated by it. It's a goal for 2017!”
Miniatures have become her passion. “They're magical! I love scenes that look lived in, that emulate real life, tricking us into believing they are full-size scenes.” She sometimes finds it challenging to combine home life with her miniatures. “I could easily spend many, many hours working on my minis and neglect the everyday chores. In an ideal world, I'd have a fairy that takes care of all the chores while I work on my minis! I had to convert my dining room table into my 'studio' because I don't have a designated space at home. I am a messy artist and my work table might seem chaotic to other people, but it's a controlled chaos for me, and actually I know where everything is. All my storage cabinets have wheels so I can hide my mess when I have 'formal' company. More than once I have had my projects invade the whole house!”
She sells her products on Etsy, with her price range between $3.00 to $50.00, and calls her enterprise Double N Minis. She has just became a member of IGMA, and would love to teach workshops eventually, but feels that she still has a lot to learn first.
The future of miniatures intrigues her. “I think we're witnessing a really interesting and exciting comeback of miniatures; it's not your 'granny's dollhouse' anymore, and younger people are getting into it with fresh and modern ideas.”

Mazonson is enthusiastic about what lies ahead for her. She plans to keep learning, and trying out new techniques. Her latest endeavor was a wonderfully crafted room box that she called The Ballerina Studio. Although she hated to part with it, she donated it to her daughter's school. She is contemplating another room box idea, but says for the moment it’s still just in the draft stage.
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