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Starting a new miniature project is always exciting, and I’m always looking for some kind of challenge when I get to a new project. Over the years, one of the biggest goals for me was to buy less and become a DIYer. There is a lot of help out there, thanks to all the talented miniature artists who are willing to share their knowledge through venues such as Pinterest, YouTube, blogs, etc.
Being a miniature enthusiast over a long period of time has the disadvantage that at some point you have lots of odds and ends stored in boxes, from small accessories and decoration items to furniture and unassembled kits.
A few months back, I cleaned up my workplace. I’m very lucky to have a great workplace with access to the garden, so what else could a miniaturist’s heart want? This time, it wasn’t just cleanup to be done, it was reorganizing everything. I labeled every box, from small to large, and in that process I realized I simply had too much stuff. When I had done the earlier cleaning, I had sold a whole box of items on Facebook, but there still had been too many leftovers, leaving me to wonder whether they were trash or treasure. I couldn’t bring myself to throw anything away, which left me with only one solution: using it.
The first box to check was the one with my stock of unassembled kits, where I found a beautiful conservatory kit. After careful consideration over three days, I decided this could be a cute, shabby chic boutique. Even though the conservatory featured little space, it was adequate for what I envisioned. The only part I didn’t want to use from the kit was the glass roof, so I made a different type for the shop.
The second box to check out was the one with the furniture. Before I started making my own, I often purchased barewood furniture (already assembled, but unpainted), and I realized I had quite a few of these pieces in my second treasure box. I altered some of the pieces to fit into my shop, and I was able to simply integrate others.
The third box to check was the one with all the tiny little accessories and decorative objects. I found many items shabby enough to be used in this project. As usual, I also made a few myself, so my boutique was well-stocked.
The fun part was the first assembly of the kit, the dry-build with tape, which allowed me to see exactly how much space I had at my disposal, and also to move around the furniture pieces I had chosen for this project. Soon everything had found its place.
The kit had only one solid wall in the back, with the rest of the walls mostly windows. I decided to use acrylic spray paint, which gives a very nice, smooth finish. I prefer to do this instead of painting with a paint brush, because it really lessens the sanding job after the paint has dried.
Since this shop was supposed to be a shabby chic boutique, I had to paint the furniture accordingly. It really isn’t very difficult to give a piece of furniture a slightly-aged look, and once you’ve done one or two pieces, you’ll learn the trick.
I must say I’m very proud of myself for not throwing away all those beautiful little bits and pieces, as this little shop turned out well. I hope this project encourages you to ask yourself the same question next time you clean up your workplace: is it trash or treasure?


