NedPeds Survey Input Being Sought From Public

by Pam North

     The NedPeds project is moving forward and looking for input. The Town of Nederland and the Nederland Downtown Development Authority (NDDA) are soliciting public feedback on the basic goals of the NedPeds project. The sustainability firm for the project, C2 Sustainability, after hearing NDDA board input, has developed a set of criteria, and the public, as well as various town boards, are being asked to participate. The survey results will help the firm figure out design options. 
     The survey's results will provide a guideline for the NedPeds  of improvements along 2nd Street. The primary goals of this project are to create better connectivity between the RTD Park-n-Ride and the Post Office (including a connection to the bus stops at Snyder and East streets), and secondarily to mitigate the stormwater issues that have occurred along lower 2nd Street. The feedback will be tracked  to help determine how these goals are implemented, as well establishing other priorities that should be considered important as the design is developed. 
     The survey allows members of the public to rank the nine criteria established for the NedPeds project, and to include additional criteria and comments they might have. The survey addresses issues such as life-cycle costs, maintenance, safety, distinctive character, energy intensity, neighborhood development, future resilience, traffic calming, and habitat restoration. Participants are being requested to rate these issues in importance. Results of the survey will be sorted and used for the project as it moves from schematic design to decision-making regarding things like materials, design details, and overall project goals. The survey will be open until the end of Monday January 29th. The survey is available primarily on-line, but also will be available in limited hard copies in a manila envelope, just inside the foyer at the Nederland library, The URL for the on-line version is:  http://goo.gl/lVLuL  
     The person completing the survey should provide his/her name, which will not be shared but will be used simply to ensure that responses are valid. Numbers should not be duplicated; if two options are equally important, they should be ranked next to each other. Reading through the list before ranking is important, and also utilizing the option of including ranked additional criteria of one's own. Some of the 74 descriptions may not meet one's ideas of the particular concepts; the comments section may be used to make any notes on that. These added comments will be collected and recorded as part of the design process. 
     Members of the public are urged to participate in the civic conversation and design of Nederland, and are encouraged to stay tuned for more updates as the design progresses.  Some significant changes already are being integrated into the set of drawings going to CDOT by the projected date of January 22nd. There will be one more round to go when the design is closer to being ready (March/April), with still more changes expected.. The design team will continue refining it while it is being reviewed by CDOT (two to three weeks), and then they will incorporate those suggestions into still another round of design. When that set of drawings is completed, they will be published in the Mountain-Ear.
