

A Cake Stand Bakery

by Pam North

	Deri Terry's interest in miniatures began in her childhood when her father built a dollhouse for her and her younger sister. Complete with a red brick exterior, a white columned porch, and  a lawn cut from a doormat, his creation had the effect of, in Terry's words, “igniting a lifelong love for dollhouses and miniatures.” Her childhood memories of her sister, and the hours they spent with their dollhouse, are priceless to her. “I told her stories of tiny people playing in our dollhouse, and living behind our real-life house walls.” she reminisced. “I did everything I could to make her believe it, including trying to stamp the tile walls behind our bathtub, with tiny footprints. In 2007, my sister died at the age of 40. My wonderful memories of our times playing with the dollhouse our father had made for us inspired me to start a dollhouse project. I had no idea, at the time, that it would be the therapy I needed to help me cope. I am still working on that dollhouse. I keep adding to it, and perhaps I will never truly finish it! My lifelong passion with tiny things has provided me a hobby and a collection, but, more importantly and surprisingly, the hobby has been a therapeutic means to memorialize my loved ones.”
	 In middle school, Terry looked for possibilities of transforming ordinary items like toothpaste caps into cute, decorative flower pots for tiny room settings, and turned a homemade salt-and-flour mixture into miniature food items. It was the mini-edibles that particularly caught her fancy. Seeking more realism, she turned to polymer clay to create them, but found that she wasn't achieving that 
hallmark of artistic expertise inherent in items that could be purchased. As she explained, “After trying my hand at making my own little desserts, and seeing that mine didn't measure up, I realized that my greatest talent lay in bringing things together. The pressure I had felt that a miniaturist had to personally make almost everything had held me back for years. In real life, I was a designer, and I created beautiful rooms. I didn't make the furniture, the draperies, or the art. There was freedom in the realization that I was more the one to bring all the elements together rather than be their creator. I then looked to artists and craftsmen for the items, and used my talents to combine all the components. My message to other miniaturists is that you don't have to be a carpenter, seamstress, lighting engineer, etc. We all know our own strengths and weaknesses. Don't let anything keep you from collecting and enjoying miniatures. Make what you can, and find others to create the items you can't.” 
	Terry calls one of her favorite projects Miniature Bakery On Cake Stand.  She had amassed a collection of realistic tiny cakes and pastries from Paris Miniatures, and had displayed them on a French dessert table in her largest dollhouse until she ran out of room for them. She decided to feature the mini baked goods in a bakery roombox instead, and ultimately she envisioned a cake stand as the perfect display. “Ladurée, a French luxury bakery and sweets maker house, created in 1862, was part of my inspiration, because when my children were younger, their uncle, on his frequent travels to Paris, would send them chocolates and double-decker macarons from there. I found a seller on Etsy who made macarons, and other items similar to those sold at Ladurée, and I decided to fill a Welsh dresser, behind bakery cases of goodies. I refinished the Welsh dresser with a distressed look, using chalk paint, and then added a glass dome, 1:12 scale bakery cases, and the tiny baked goods made from polymer clay. Everything just came together as a commemoration of my children's happy memories of Ladurée items from their uncle, and a memorial to my son, who was killed in a car wreck five days before this past Christmas. Every time I look at it, I see him enjoying Christmas as he sampled the macaron flavors, so for me, a special memory has been preserved. This project turned out just as I imagined it would, and I hope my bakery will inspire collectors, both old and new, to enjoy the hobby. The cake stand is an unconventional display, but it makes perfect sense to me. Thinking outside the box results in some of the most creative ideas. Why not a candy shop in a gumball stand, or a scene from Cinderella inside an artificial pumpkin? I aways have believed that if you can visualize it, you can achieve it. Picturing something in your mind, and knowing in your heart that you can do it, is 75% of the battle to me.”
	Terry continues to come up with many ideas for creations. “I am working on a big dollhouse, and I have  made a classroom roombox, inspired by Harry Potter, for my daughter. I also would like to make a storybook castle, and a scene inspired by Brambly Hedge books - both for my grandson. I am absolutely fascinated by anything miniature, whether it be for a dollhouse, or scaled-down furniture for children. I always seem to be thinking about the two worlds at the same time.”
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*Note: Photos of the Cake Stand Bakery were taken by Bella Lara and Craig Terry. 



















